AN ADDRESS BY BRUCE Le DAIN 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE . 
«BRUCE Le DAIN PARK» 
ON THE GROUNDS OF THE DOUGLAS HOSPITAL 


JUNE 2, 1989 


You can imagine my emotions when the President wrote me of 
the Board of Management's decision to name the grounds of the 
picnic area and bandstand the «Bruce Le Dain Park». 


Rarely do these events occur in this sequence. 
I know of no precedent where a piece of earth has been 


named for an individual prior to his taking permanent leave of 
it himself. 


It certainly challenges my own limited capacity to 
maintain some pretence of humility. 


Bill Stavert has a remarkable memory for recalling vividly 
how it all began with the exception, if I may, of one major 
detail: I merely punted the ball. It took a great team of 
support to run with it. 


As we began our work, what I found so immensely 
encouraging was that it appeared to be a community project that 
everyone could say yes to. 
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We got a yes from Canadian Pacific when we approached 
Barry Scott to ask if they could provide us with some large 
photo murals to brighten the walls of various pavilions. A few 
years later, they repeated their generous gift with another set 
of beautiful images. 


Katimavik said yes to us when they agreed to add the 
Douglas Hospital to their federal programme. 


Several groups of fine young people from all parts of 
Canada came to live in a house on the grounds of the Douglas. 


I got a yes from George Balcan of CJAD when I wrote asking 
him if he would plug our first Planta-Daff-Day at the Douglas. 
When George pays lip-service to a cause, 800,000 Montrealers 
get to hear about it. 

And to all those volunteers, who could just as soon have 
stayed in bed those Saturday mornings, but who all said yes to 
the call of Planta-Daff-Day and down on their knees found homes 
for over 25,000 bulbs. 


How about that! 


Give yourselves a hand. 
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We got a yes from McGill University when Professor Bruce 
Anderson of the School of Architecture supported an idea for a 
project for his senior students to design the bandstand. That 
went so well, we got another yes from him for a second 
competition among his students for the design of the "Summer 
House". 


In 1986, we received replies from 57 artists across Canada 
who said "Yes, I like the sound of what's happening on the 
grounds of the Douglas and would like to help launch «the Field 
and Flowers Foundation» in support of a garden resource there". 
Some of those artists are here with us today. 


We got a yes from David and Claire Molson who graciously 
provided the entire space of the Continental Gallery for the 
«Celebrating Nature» Exhibition that opened there May 12, 1986. 


Again, Canadian Pacific came through to transport every 
work of art to the Gallery without a scratch. 


And there have been so many others, like Brian Patterson 
who provided art services and Jacques Parisien who printed our 
full colour invitations, who have said yes to us, who we have 
been able to acknowledge publically in other ways. 


All of these activities brought a wealth of special 
memories to my own life. 


I remember an anxious time when we were searching for a 
volunteer to supervise the construction of the bandstand. 
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Those columns of B.C. fir weigh 780 lbs each. We couldn't 
put the Katimavik group at risk. Just when I thought we were 
running out of leads, a young man drove by the grounds, spotted 
the Katimavik sign and volunteered his help. 


It turned out that Chris Bradshaw had been a former 
Katimavik participant. Now a self-employed master carpenter, 
Chris gave up three weeks of his own time and the bandstand 
took shape. 


I believe there is a clarion message in the value of these 
grounds for each of us. It has its genesis in the goodness of 
beauty. 


At a recent Aspen Conference on the meaning of beauty and 
the role it plays in human life, one speaker said the 
following: 

"Beauty may well be the essential condition for the survival 
of human civilization in the years to come. As population 
pressures on resources develop, as competition for scarce 
resources develop, as we develop a much stronger sense of 
limits to human life and to social life, fear becomes more and 
more an element that may dominate our lives unless we are 
capable of developing within ourselves qualities that we have 
considered to be marginal on the whole to our lives so far. 

In the world in which we are going to live, personnal space 
is bound to be reduced and unless we develop a sense of inner 
Space through either the contemplation and the enjoyment of the 
creation of beauty by ourselves or through the religious 


\ 
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experience, people and civilizations are bound to behave ina 
more violent manner that brings out this darker side of the 
human being and of civilizations, and no civilization is free 
of that. That is why our capacity to manage our fears to stay 
on top of our fears in a very crowded, competitive and hungry 
world may well depend on our capacity not to deal with art and 
with beauty as things that we enjoy from the outside and judge 
by, but as essential ingredients of our growth as a human 
being". -end of quote. 


There is a very real danger for civic authorities to judge 
this property a luxury that no one or no one institution should 
be privileged to enjoy. And that is a very real threat that 
should be resisted by each and every one of us. 


I saw the main objective of the role of the Grounds 
Committee as that of a caretaker. We never operated in the 
sense that these grounds "belonged" to the Douglas, but rather 
in the real sense that they benefit all of us. 


A place to conserve and preserve as something lovely to 
look upon to refresh the spirit on; the beauty and enjoyment of 
which could and would in time become the pride of a whole 
community. 


We want to be a great member, a contributing member of the 
civic family of the City of Verdun serving all its citizens and 
the wider community. 
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The minutes of the Grounds Committee are full of ideas yet 
to be realized here. There are plans for starlight summer 
concerts; the revival of our fall planting programme of spring 
bulbs throughout the grounds; an invitation to the 
Japanese/Chinese community to add a Zen Garden for meditation 
on some part of the property; soapy water tables for the 
resident children here to send rainbows of bubbles racing 
across the lawns. 


Our Committee meetings were always a joy for me, but there 
was always unanimous agreement on one point: that I talked too 
much. You see what I mean! 


So in closing, may I leave one thought with each of you. 


You have deeply touched me with this honour. But it is an 
honour I share with many of you, with you my colleagues of the 
Grounds Committee, my friends and my loved ones. 


You helped me discover the great vein of goodwill that 
exists out there. We have only to tap into it. The spirit of 
volunteerism and selfless-giving appears alive and well in our 
land. 


As it should, my name upon this park will gracefully age 
and fade with time. But there will always be others waiting in 
the wings, ready and able to take up the task. 


For the world is in a constant process of renewing itself 
and each generation has the potential for improving upon the 
last. 

But thank you for the opportunity you have provided me to 
make one small mark in this always marvelous but always 
mysterious process. Thank you. 


